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History of Science Society Newsletter

HSS EMPLOYMENT SURVEY REPORT, 1991-92

by Diane B. Paul, University of Massachusetts at Boston

This report covers searches made during
the 1991-92 academic year for positions in
1992-93. A total of sixty-one insdrudons
were polled. Of these, eight did not
respond and (for one reason or another) six
questionnaires could not be used. More-
aver, two searches were canceled and one
positon was left vacant. Thus, the survey
resulted in usable responses from forty-four
institutions, constiturng a total of forty-
eight completed searches. (Four institu-
tions made two hires each.)

There were a wotal of forty-one searches
in the United States, three in Britain, two
in France, and one each in Germany and
Australia. The questionnaire did not
inquire as to the nationality of the success-
ful candidate but it would appear from
degree and other indirect informadion that
few Americans are appointed to foreign
HSTM positons. For this reason, and
because the foreign jobs must represent a
small and possibly skewed subset of the
total, they have been excluded from the

analysis. Thus, the analysis covers thirgy-
seven permanent and temporary positions
at American universities, institutes,
museums, libraries, and foundations.
Survey results have also been categorized
according to 1)} whether History of
Science, Technology, or Medicine
{HSTM) was the required area of expertise
{fifteen permanent and nine emporary
posidons), 2) the desired secondary area
(four permanent and four temporary
positions), and 3) one of several possible
areas (sevenmeen Positiunsl The eleven
permanent hires in category one repre-
sented a slight increase over last year's total
of nine. Fight of the successful applicants
for the jobs in this category possessed a
Ph.D. in HSTM; the others held doctoral
degrees in history, biochemistry, and
philosophy. All but one of the eight
permanent university jobs in this category
were offered at the assistant professor level.
The results cover a rather hewerogeneous
mix of insttutions. Twenty-one searches

were for university jobs (seventeen
permanent and four temporary). The
other sixteen were mostly for posidons in
museums and libraries (all but one
permanent). They run the gamut from
curaror and archivist to director.

With the proviso that figures for some of
the positons are estimates, there were a
total of 1,024 applicants for the thircy-
seven positions, 598 of whom were male,
and 426 female. Twenty-six of the
successful applicants were female. Thus,
women consttuted forty-two percent of
the overall applicant pool and sevency
percent of the hires. If two positions in the
area of women and science (for which the
candidates were overwhelmingly female)
are excluded, the applicant pool drops to
875 for thirty-five positions, 591 of whom
were male, and 284 (or thirty-two percent)
fernale, with women sall sixty-nine percent
of the hires. This is obviously an impres-
sive result. Women did best in category
three, where only a quarter of the total
hires were ultimately for HSTM positions.
Bur even if the results are restricted to the

History of Science Society Employment Survey for 1991/92
Category I: HSTM was the Required Area of Expertise
ok Description Applizant Pool Sugcessful Candidate
Fiekds Back- Fank Advertising  Total Male, Female, Dagroes: Fields: Gender, Protected Class,
round Media Protected Class [, ABD with  HSTM, Dregress  Dhate, Fiekd
¥ bry sbart, Hist,
ABD, othar oot Hist
Permanent
Armstrong State 5T T1,T2,D  Ass, Prof, 1,24 2 1,10 2,000 010 M, Mo, O 1992, HETM
The Bakken 5T.M M, D Director L3456 12 230 11,0.0,1 1,2 M, Mo, O: 1987, HSTM
Daeman & T.M.PS A sk, Prof, 2 ki MA.. AL NA F, Mo, [ WA, HSTM
The Deutsches 5T TI,M,FH.I' Diretor 4.5, 28 26,20 271,00 1882 M, Mo, D 1986, History
Duke LS| [N pending 1,234 20 111 16,4,0,0 16,MA NA F. MA, On Ma, HSTM
The Hagley 5T M Aassoc. i, 454 100+ NA.. N WA, F, Mo, Dt Ma, Hi
Imperial College {1st) 5 0] Lecturer ] 7 6,10 7000 511 M, Mo, O: 1590, HST
Imperial College (Ind} 5T o Lecturer L] .1 1730 190,0,1 1505 B, Mo, D 1986, HETM
Matl Hist Masof LA~ T M. D Full Curater & & 51,04 4,002 321 M, Mo, MA: 1578, HSTM
N] Irss. of Tech T.M ] Asst, Prof, 125 5 21,40 196,00 16,8, 1st - M, Mo, I: 1992, HSTM
Ind - M, Mo, D 1989, HSTM
Prinostan - none Assk, Frof. 12456 5] 34, 16,6 364,100 MA.. F, Mo, [ 1991, Bicchamistry
L, of PA 5 M n] MAssr, Frof. 12345 48 32,16,0 480,00 48,00 Cancelled
LI, of Wi g ) Asst, Prod. 4,6 5 32146 A0,18,0,0 32D B, Mo, D0 1590, HSTM
VA Polytechnic 5T,M.PS o] Full Prod. L2456 k| 20,33 230,00 1.012 M, Mo, Ot 1574, Philesephy
U, of Melbaurne 5TP5 [ Sr. Lecturer [SFY Ma NA... Ma... NA.. F. Mo, I 1971, Baochemistry
Temparary
CA Inst. af Tech 5 none  Research Asst 46 ] 620 10,70 M. F, Na, ABD; 1993, History
Cibe des Sciences et de
I"Industrie 5T.PS nons Asat. Prof, 4 11 420 11,000, .00 1st - M, Mo, In MA, HSTM
Ind - M, Mo, ¢ NA, HSTM
Calby Caolle T i Assoc. Prof, 245 55 44,114 35,10,0.10 20,530 M, Mo, Dt 1976, History
Franklin & Marshall ST.PS 0] Asst. Praf, 245 7 19.8,M4 19.8,0,0 1935 M, Mo, Ox NA, HSTM
IN U, 5 o Assoc. Prof. 4 & 510 4,2,0,0 33,0 M, Ma, D: 1984, HSTM
Edison Papars T AFPH Post-Diac i35 5 410 ania 1,13 F, Mo, D: 1991, Engl. & Comp. Lit
Samnford L. 5,T.M AD Agzoc. Prof. 2456 7 2344 250,02 12.46.% F, ¥es, [ 19846, Soool of Scwence
U, of HA - Maroa -1 o Asst, Praf. 24 ] 710 A0 503 M, Mo, Dx 1992, ]
U, of Manchester 5,T.M 8] Puat-Doc ih ki 13,70 I5.NANANA JNANA M, Ma, [x 1991, HSTM
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twenty-seven unambiguously HSTM jobs,
women constituted forey-eight percent of
the successful candidates. There were only
forty-nine minority candidates for all
positons (two of whom were also female),
and three hires.

Especially striking was the enormous
variance in the number of applicants for
positions, from two at one university to
425 ar another. The modal number of
applicants was owenty-six.

Most American institutions advertsed in
the HSS Newddetter. Many also listed
openings in SHOT, but with one excep-
don, they adverdsed in the HSS Newsletter
as well. The Chronicle of Higher

Education was also heavily udlized. A
broad-based approach is best, but someone
who regularly consulted both the HSS
Newsletter and the Chronicle would
probably locate all relevant jobs.

As in past years, a number of respon-
denis commented favorably on the qualicy
of the candidates. Under “problems
encountered,” one listed: “deciding among
muldple incredibly competent applicants.”

The survey results need to be cautiously
interpreted. In any year, there are very few
HSTM jobs, and they range over a wide
area in respect w rank, feld, etc. Aggregat-
ing different sores of posidons (temporary
and permanent, assistantships, post-docs,

tenure-track and senior appointments,
HSTM pasitions and those for which
persons with HSTM backgrounds may
apply) at different kinds of institudons
{universities, museums, libraries), in
different countries, will somewhar boost
the numbers but potentially skew or
obscurc resuls. Even aggregared, the
numbers would be small, chough parterns
might be discernible over dme.

Many thanks w Keith Benson, H55
Execurive Secretary, and o Moran
Tompkins, his graduate student assistant,
for assembling the list of posidons, mailing
the questonnaires, and compiling the
results, and to the survey respondents.

Category [ HSTM was the Desired Secondary Area of Expertise
lob Description Applicant Pe Successful Candidate
Fields Back- Hank Advertising  Taotal Male, Female, Dhesgrroeess: Fields: Gender, Prodected Class,
ground Madia Protected Class [, ABD with  HSTM, Degree:  Date, Fhald
D by start, Hiss,
ABD, sther  nor Hist
Fermanent
Dibner Inst. BA Ma MNa 2456 MA MA,., BA.. MAL. F, Mo, Ma: MA, Na
Livingston L. 5T T1.D Assoc, Prof. 24 3 NA,NM 1T MANANA  NAL M, Mo, D; 1967, HSTM
Morthwestern MA D Asst. Prot. 12 124 71143 tOMAL 1160 F, Mo, [ 1587, History
VA Palytechnic 5 T, Asst, Prof, 1,24 25 Il.],l:l 13,1000 25,00 M, Mo, Dn 1992, HSTM
Temporary
Beckman Canter Mane A Archivist 24,5 5 14,0 0,0,1,4 1,13 F, Mo, MA: 1982 History
Edison Papers =T T1,A,PH,D  Asst Profb 126 18 a0 9, ,5 1,152 1t - F, Moy, Dt 1991, History
Ind - F, Mo, D0 1992, Enghish
L. af RI 5T A A 2 MA [LEY MNA MNA Cancelled
Category 11I: HSTM was One of Several Fossible Areas of Expertise
lob Drescription Applicant Posrl Sugcesshul Candidate
Fiedds Back- Rank  Adwvertising Total Male, Femnale, Dragreses: Felds: Gender, Protected Class,
ground Media Protected Class [, ABD with  HSTM, Degres:  Dhate, Fleld
[ '[!],r akart, Hist,
ABD, other  not Hist
Permanent
AZ State L. i'PS (&} Asat Praf. 24 65 45.16,2 50,6 ANANA MA... Yes, [ WA, Philasophy
A, Inst, of Physics A A Asst. Archivist & MA M MA... M. f— Mo, MaA: 1991, Histery
Chaldren's Hespital M AFH Archivist & 50 MA. M. Ma... F, Mo, M: M, Library Scence
Darwin Corr 5.PS R Assoc. Edilor &M H 160 3005 234 F, No, M
Edison Winter Home rone A’J"'{l, Curator A 1) BA 0, 00,60 0,60 F, h.q?l-'l.l\. A, Miseun Shidses
MNEH ] TILD 0513 2446 WA MA_. MA.. MA.. . [ 1833, HST™
Mai'l Plastics Ceir one B DHreciar 44 15 TR 10,104 HJ.H F. N:I. | Ty
MY Transit Museum aer g AM Adrmin. b & 15,19, MA 1,003 A F, M, [ 1985, Hissory
OH State L. 5. T.M,P5 At Pral 12456 425 BA,, NA... A, E N:‘i I 1982, .
The Octave Chanube [ X President 1.4 i 16,4, MA 30,003 3170 M, Mo, B WA, Aviaticn
Tonas [Frlriments pione A FH Managir & [ MA. . WA MA.. F. Mo, BA- N-'\- Mlnwt
U of AZ 5T 8} NA WA A BA MNA N
L ad M BOnE o 1245 ar &3 1840 75,12, BT, 3, Mo, Dr l [-ﬁahm'
L of WC M o Asal Prol. 1236 212 119.93,18 150,30,10.22 1621,175 M, Yew, ABD: NA, HSTM
LU el M. 1A T TIMTEH  Asst Praf 124 65 HaANAD A Y F Nn D ML HSTM
The Wallace nine AFH DHirwctcs MA 7 13h‘k 0,007 08,1 u:l Ma, NA
1 of Wigeansin none o Asmit Fraf 14 L 45,1 28,10 2023 F, Mo, J:r 987, Flart Pathology
Key to sables;
Fielda: Background: Advertizing Media FEEd:
5 Histery al Science u} Ph.D. R.eq_nln_JI il 1 AHA Mewslatier E‘t Ph.D. .
T History of T-.-v.'|1nr:|h'»g-'\;1 A Archival Tra Experienoe 2 Chromdele of Higher Educaticn ABL¥ All But Dissertation
M Himory of Medicine Museum Trainin, El AAHM Mewnletier
P:  Philosaphy of Science FH Public H 3 HSS Mewsletter
T Teach American or Wisihern 5 SHOT Mewslubter
Histiry Sur 3 Criber
bl Taach Warld Histery or
Mon-Western Cultures
M Madical Doctor
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